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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is a Final Office Action in response to the amendment of 
November 30, 2005. 

2. Claims 1 , 3-7, 10-13, 24, 26-30, 33-36, 47, 51 , 56-59, 62-63, 72-74 and 77-78 
are presented for examination following the amendment of November 30, 2005. 

3. Claims 1 , 24, 47, 56, 72 are Independent Claims. 

4. Claims 1 , 3-7, 10-13, 24, 26-30, 33-36, 47, 51 , 56-59, 62-63, 72-74 and 77-78 
are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 



Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed in the amendment of November 30, 2005 have been 

fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

a. Applicant argues that Green does not disclose the limitation of 

"determining the first user's organizational identifier in response to the search 

request (Amendment of July 25, 2005, Page 13 of 16). The Examiner however 

disagrees. Green teaches, "determining the first user's organizational identifier in 

response to the search request : 

(Green, Abstract), i.e. 

"Qualified users may search for and access 
documents related to institution policies for review, including 
a list of those which the user is required to know. Where 
required, a test is provided to the user. The responses are 
scored and the results stored. Administrative users 1 can set 



1 Please note that "Administrative users" are users who are being identified by the system that are able to 
perform data manipulation other users can't. Administrative users are users with an organizational ID 
who are privileged with extra rights. 
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and change qualification parameters as to individual, group 
and/or institution-wide policy access and receive individual, 
group and/or institution-wide test results" 

see also (Col 3, Lines 5-10, Lines 23-28 and Lines 49-52; see also Col 4, Lines 
6-25; see also Col 6, Lines 16-22; see also Col 9, Line 49 through Col 10, Line 6; see 
also Col 11, Lines 49-59; see also Col 6, Lines 3-15, i.e. user attributes; see also 
defining a department) 2 . 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1, 3-7, 10-13, 24, 26-30, 33-36, 47, 51, 56-59, 62-63, 72-74 and 77-78 
are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable by Gordon M. Green (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,449,598 and Green hereinafter) in view of Debora J. Byrne (U.S. Patent 
No. 6,490,619 and Byrne hereinafter) and further in view of Christian Mayaud (U.S. 
Patent No. 5,845,255 and Mayaud hereinafter). 



2 Please note that Green's system does determine the user's organizational ID in response to the search 
request, as Greens system determine an Administrative user from a Non-Administrative, for example, an 
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Regarding Claims 1,13, 24, 47, 56, 72 and 78 Green discloses: 

receiving a search request of search criteria from a first user (Col 2, Lines 15-17, 
i.e. A user can quickly access the set of policies for which he is responsible, or the set 
of policies which meet the user's search criteria; see also Col 7, Lines 42-46), wherein 
the search criteria includes at least one search category (Col 5, Line 54 through Col 6, 
Line 2); 

determining the first user's organizational identifier in response to the search 

request; 

please see Green, Abstract, i.e. 

"Qualified users may search for and access 
documents related to institution policies for review, including 
a list of those which the user is required to know. Where 
required, a test is provided to the user. The responses are 
scored and the results stored. Administrative users 3 can set 
and change qualification parameters as to individual, group 
and/or institution-wide policy access and receive individual, 
group and/or institution-wide test results" 

(see also Col 3, Lines 5-10, Lines 23-28 and Lines 49-52; see also Col 4, Lines 6-25; 
see also Col 6, Lines 16-22; see also Col 9, Line 49 through Col 10, Line 6; see also 
Col 1 1 , Lines 49-59; see also Col 6, Lines 3-15, i.e. user attributes; see also defining a 
department); and 



Administrative user can access the administrative functions based on a request to access such a function 
(Col 9, Lines 58-60) unlike a non-administrative user. 
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performing a search in one or more databases based on the search criteria (Col 
4, Lines 48-63) to identify records that matches the search criteria and to which the first 
user is allowed to access (Col 7, Lines 8-13, i.e. and the document becomes available 
to qualified users for searches and display. The document can be located through the 
"search" and "browse" functions and is automatically included in the list of required 
policies for the appropriate users). 

Green's reference discloses all of the claimed subject matter set forth above, 
except it does not explicitly indicate "performing a search in one or more databases 
based on the search criteria and the first user's organizational identifier ". However 
Byrne teaches searching based on the first user's organizational identifier (Byrne, 
Abstract; see also Col 8, Lines 17-29). 

Given the intended broad application of the Green's system, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of Applicant's invention to 
modify the teachings of Green with the teachings of Byrne to add another attribute 
(organization based attribute) when conducting a search for data. Green does provide 
access restrictions to data that are sensitive or need not to be access by other groups. 
Byrne however, provides access control based on the user organization and the 
organization unit also. It would be obvious to combine both features of the references 
to maximize the flexibility of Greens system when adding another attribute, such as, the 



3 Please note that "Administrative users" are users who are being identified by the system that are able to 
perform data manipulation other users can't. Administrative users are users with an organizational ID 
who are privileged with extra rights. 
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user organization; another reason would be to increase access to certain data relating 
to certain user organization if the search was based on the user organization. 

The combination of bother Green and Byrne discloses all of the claimed subject 
matter set forth above, except they don't explicitly indicate wherein performing the 
search includes restricting the scope of search based on the first user's organizational 
identifier, which further includes selecting a subset of data records that match the first 
user's organizational identifier from a set of records that are associated with the at least 
one search category. However, Mayaud teaches wherein performing the search 
includes restricting the scope of search based on the first user's organizational identifier 
which further includes selecting a subset of data records that match the first user's 
organizational identifier from a set of records that are associated with the at least one 
search category (Mayaud, Col 10, Lines 11-19, i.e. parts thereof; see also Col 13, Lines 
56-63; see also Col 17, Line 60 through Col 18, Line 5, i.e. who or what organization 
accessed the record, what part of the record was accessed; see also Col 18, Lines 6- 
23; see also Col 18, Lines 42-52). 

Given the intended broad application of both Green and Byrne, it would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of Applicant's invention to 
modify the teachings of both Green and Byrne with the teachings of Mayaud to include 
this common database feature of access level to records, one reason would be to 
maintain privacy of some records, such as private information or sensitive information 
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while at the same time allowing access to other records that may not contain sensitive 
information. 

Regarding Claims 3, 26 and 58, Green discloses keyword searching (Col 7, 
Lines 47-48, i.e. focused by the specified search criteria, a search is done for 
documents with matching keywords). 

Regarding Claims 4-5 and 27-28, Green discloses associating a search category 
with a search index and then with a business component (Col 5, Line 54 through Col 6, 
Line 2, i.e. and a category hierarchy [index] is created; see also institution [business 
component]). 

Regarding Claims 6 and 29, Green discloses wherein the business component is 
a database table (Col 5, Lines 54-56; see also Col 13, Lines 40-44). 

Regarding Claims 7 and 30, Green discloses an interface (Col 7, Line 24; see 
also Line 32, i.e. automated searches; see also Line 42, i.e. choosing criteria; see also 
Col 11, Lines 49-59, i.e. search screen). 

Regarding Claims 10-11, 33-34, 51, 62-63 and 77, the limitations of these claims 
are similar in scope to the rejected claims 1 and 3, above. They are therefore rejected 
as set forth above. 
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Regarding Claims 12 and 35, Green discloses structured query language (figures 
10 and 1 1 ); see also Byrne, (Col 1 , Lines 62-67 and Col 2, Lines 24-31 ). 

Regarding Claim 36, the limitations of this claim are similar to Claim 1 and 13, 
above, which was rejected earlier. In edition Green discloses displaying the search 
results (Col 1 1 , Lines 56-57). 

Regarding Claims 57, Green discloses category searching (Col 4, Lines 36, i.e. 
The stored document selecting means includes means for locating documents based on 
the stored document categories). 

Regarding Claims 59 and 74, Green discloses: 

determining a list of users group to which the first user belongs (Col 14, 
Lines 27-29); and 

determining one or more specific categories that are associated with the 
respective user group (Col 14, Lines 23-26). 

Regarding Claim 73, the limitations of this claim is similar in scope to the rejected 
claims 2 and 3, above. It is therefore rejected as set forth above. 
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8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Points of Contact 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Haythim J. Alaubaidi whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-4014. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 8:00 AM to 
4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Safet Metjahic, can be reached on (571) 272-4023. 
Any response to this office action should be mailed to: 

The Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231 or Faxed at 
our central fax number (571) 273-8300. 
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Hand-delivered responses should be brought to the Customer Service Window of the 
Randolph Building at 401 Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 
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